
m-i-i- .

GHEEt gentleman from Texas states
to present a privileged question.

ileman will Mate it."
l,A.BOr,Ir- - Bailey's Resolution.

Bailey then ottered the resolution for
recognition of the independence of

juLa as follows:
Resolved, By the senate and house of

representatives, that the long struggle by

the Cuban people against the force of arms
and the horrors of famine has shown them
worthy to be free; and.

"Second, the United States hereby Rec-

ognizes the Independence of Cuba as a
free and independent state."

The reading was listened to amid a si-

lence profoundly impressive, and at its con-

clusion cheer after cheer was given from
the galleries and the floor.

The Republican side was ominously si-

lent. The speaker rapped vigorously for
order, and warned the galleries that no

demonstrations would be allowci.
Mr. Boutelle Immediately made the point

cf order that the resolution was not priv-

ileged, and upon that Mr. Bailey demanded
to be heard.

lie demanded that the subject with
which the resolution dealt was too serious
and the occasion too important to be
hastily disposed of. He Insisted that he
had a right to present the resolution under
tho rules and rulings, and the responsibil-

ity must rest with the majority if it was
ruled out of order and the ruling sustained.

A Precedent Cited.
He called attention to the fact that 'in

the Fifty-thir- d, congress, wnen Mr. Crisp
was speaker, Mr. Boutelle, who now made
the point of order that this resolution was
cot privileged, presented a resolution of a
similar "character relating to Hawaii, which
the speaker held was privileged, but must
go to a committee. Against that latter rul-

ing an appeal was taken, and the whole
Republican clda had voted against tabling
the appeal. "When he said that at the head
of the list of distinguished Republicans
who voted on that occasion was the honor-

able speaker of this house, the Democrats
went into a rapturous applause.

Meantime, the confusion was great. The
Republican leaders were evidently rallying
their forces. Mr. Hull, chairman of the
committee on military affairs, who was one
of the prime movers In the movement for
prompt and vigorous action on the Repub-

lican side, came forward with a strong
appeal to Republicans cot to be carried off

their feet.
At the outset, he acknowledged that his

sympathies, were with, the resolution
(which, it transpired afterward, he believed
at that time contained a declaration of
war), but he argued that It did not present
a question of higher privilege than the con-

sideration of an appropriation bill. "We

could have war, said he, whenever we
wanted It.

War Itesolutlon Privileged.
A resolution declaring war was privileged,

he admitted." - '
"But this Is not a resolution declaring

war," Interposed Mr. Bland. "It Is a resolu-
tion recognizing tho Independence of Cuba,
which does not necessarily Involve war."

"If the resolution falls short of that," re-

plied Mr. Hull (and I did not hear it fully
read), if It falls short of that point, it is
not operative.and, to my mlnd.does not pre-
sent any question of privilege at all. As I
have always said. I am. in favor of this
government Intervening at the very earliest
date unless conditions change materially so
that they will Insure jthe liberty of Cubans,
and a cessation of the deplorable condi-
tions that prevail in that Island at the pres-

ent time. (Applause on the Republican
side.) I am in favor of that principle, and
ttato now and here that I will go as for as
any man on this floor for the purpose of
preserving the rights of the struggling pa-

triots in their heroic efforts oh that Island
(applause on the Republican side), and I
am in favor of the United .States controll-
ing the destinies of this continent and say-
ing to Spain that she must get out of the
"Western hemisphere."

Mr. Simpson liaises m Laugh.
Mr. Terry. Democrat, of Arkansas, ar-

gued that a question involving a matter
of privilege was, in fact, one' for the house
to decide. While he was speaking, the Re-

publicans were conferring; Tho leaders
were circulating among them and such con-

fusion resulted that Mr. Simpson, Populist,
of Kansas, raised a laugh amid the excite-
ment by asking for order among the
"speaker's rcconcentrados."

Mr. Hopkins, Republican, of Illinois, an-

other of the Republicans who openly favors
armed intervention, called attention to tho
distinctions between the resolution in the
precedent cited by Mr. Bailey and the
present resolution. In the former resolu-
tion, it was contended that the dignity of
the house had been infringed upon by tho
executive. There was no such contention
here. Continuing, he appealed to his col-

leagues to rally to tho support of the
speaker. .The Republican members knew,
lie said, that, within a brief time, action
would be had so that there was no necessi-
ty for resorting to revolutionary methods.

Amid profound silence the speaker then
made his ruling. He spoke In deliberate,
distinct and emphatic tones and decided
that the resolution was cot privileged in
the following ruling:

Speaker Heed's Untitle.
"A question of privilege which concerns

tho house is one which concerns the exer-
cise of Its functions in accordance with the

'principles which govern parliamentary
bodies. Every parliamentary body has to
have rules for its government, otherwise.
Jt would have no government at all; anil
upon adherence to those rules depends Its
success as a parliamentary body. The rights
of the houso under the constitution are in
no way to be confounded with privileges of
the house and of everymember In It In the
s'nse In which this matter Is presented here

y. Congress has certain powers con-
ferred upon it, and In the exercise of those
poners each house is governed by its rules.

"It Is authorized expressly by the consti-
tution to make rules, and without the
authorization of the constitution it would
be at liberty to make rules. These rules
ore the protection of the rights of the
house. Now, it would be noticed in the
constitution, if any gentleman will turn
to It, that there are certain powers con-
ferred upon congress, the power to declare
war, the power to legislate for the general

welfare and a series of other enumerated
powers. No man up to this date has for
an instant pretended or suggested that be-

cause the congress has the right to pass
laws upon certain topics that proposals
for these laws become questions of privi-
lege; never before, except once, and the
chair will present the decision to the house.
The same language is used with reference
to our relations with foreign nations that
Is used with reference to the creation of the
courts of law and all other power which
is concerned. It is a legislative power, and
is exercised under the constitution by rule3
adopted by each body. This is the first pre-

liminary idea that we ought to have in re-

gard to this matter.
TCot Questions of Privilege.

"But this proposition in regard to war,
or about recognition, or any of those sub-

jects which muy or may not bo within our
purview, do not become questions of privi-

lege at all, because we have a right to pass
upon them, because that would make every-

thing a question of privilege, and end by
making nothing a question of privilege.
Now let us see what this Is founded on.
This is a matter that we should not have
given any attention to. except in times of
interest, not to say excitement. The gen-

tleman from Maine (Mr. Boutelle) some
time ago presented to Speaker Crisp a
proposition which had in it certain ele-

ments charging that the executive was in-

terfering with some of the rights and priv-

ileges of the legislative body. The speaker
ruled that it was a question of privilege,
and you will perceive that it is entirely dif-

ferent from the present proposition, has no
aspect like It at all; not the faintest re-

semblance to It: but the speaker ruled that
that was a privileged question. He also
ruled that, being a privileged question, it
should go to a committee. "Well, now,
against that doctrine, the chair has always
been opposed; and the questions, as mem-

bers will see by turning to the record, that
were put to the house were on that part
of the speaker's decision as to whether it
should go to a committee or not, and if it
appears, as the gentleman from-Texa- s says,

I voted on that subject, I voted accord-

ing to my rights and .yoted. against it. But
he has omitted to state to you that this
other question, the same question almost,
was put before Speaker Crisp and by him
promptly decided to be out of order at an
earlier day, on the 30th of July, lSDt

"The gentleman from Maine (Mr. Bou-

telle) demanded its immediate consideration
as presenting a privileged question, and the
gentleman from Missouri, an old and experi-

enced member (Mr. Dockery), made the
point of order that the resolution was not
privileged. (Laughter and applause on the
Republican side.) "Well, now, as a matter
of course, the speaker sustained the point
and that is precisely this question."

Mr. Bailer Appeals.
Mr. Bailey "May I Inquire of (he chair

If there was any appeal taken from the
decision of the chair?"

Tho speaker "There was no appeal. It
was too clear for appeal even." (Laughter
and applause on the Republican side.)

Mr. Bailey Immediately appealed from the
decision of the chair.

In putting the question on the appeal
Speaker Reed made the following signifi-

cant and impressive statement:
"As far as any question arising out of

this matter is concerned," said the speaker,
"the chair has not the slightest doubt that
the wisdom of the house, which has al-

ways been able to arrive at important ques-
tions in a suitable way, will get at them
now and at a speedy time for the occasion."
(Applause on the Republican side.)

Mr. Bailey "In reply to that suggestion,
which was not a part of the decision, of
course, I understand that it was made to
hold our friends on the other side, and I
venture to say"

At this point Mr. Boutelle moved that the
appeal be laid upon the table.

So Break In Republican Ranks.
The division was eagerly awaited. The

Republicans arose en masse when the
speaker called for the yeas. The Demo-
crats, who anxiously surveyed the solid
phalanx for a sign of a break, were disap-
pointed.

A sojld minority voted against the Re-

publicans. The division resulted, ISO yeas
to 130 nays.

As soon as the result was announced, the
yeas and nays were demanded and the roll
was called, resulting: Yeas, ISO; nays, 123.

On the roll call, two Republicans, Ache-so- n

and Robins, of Pennsylvania, voted
with the Democrats.

The Republicans enthusiastically approv-
ed their victory with a round of applause.

A parliamentary wrangle followed over
an attempt of Mr. Bailey to appeal from
what he contended was a ruling of the
chair.

The house then went into committee of
the whole and resumed consideration of
the naval appropriation bill.

Mr. Cannon, Republican, of Illinois,
chairman of the appropriations committee,
made a point of order against the para-
graph authorizing the construction of a
floating steel dry dock at Algiers, La. The
chair overruled the point of order.

From time to time during the afternoon
the Cuban question was brought forward
and aroused Intense feeling. Mr. "Wheeler,
Dcrrccrat, of Alabama, said that this
morning the country had been stirred by
the announcement that the Republicans of
tho house had at last revolted and action
was to be taken. the Ameri-
can people would be humiliated when they
fcund that the Republicans of the house
had joined the temporizing policy which
was betraying the American government
and the American name.

Mr. Cummlngs, Democrat, of New York
"How much time would It require, con-

sidering the prospective alliance between
the governments of Spain and the United
States, to put down the patriots of Cuba?"
(Great applause in the galleries.)

A Spcecli to the Galleries.
"With my head bowed In humiliation."

replied Mr. Wheeler, "I have watched how
matters have gone, but I do not believe
the administration will go so far as to
extend a friendly hand to the murderers
of the sailors of the Maine and the pa-tr:- ot

of Cuba." (Renewed applause.)
Mr. Cummlngs, speaking to an amend-

ment, aroused the galleries to a high pitch
of enthusiasm.

"That there will be war between this
country and Spain," he said, "is indicated
by every pulsation of the popular heart to-

day. I have received from my own con-

stituents this batch of letters in one mail,
asking me why my voice is silent at this
time; asking me why, after I have visited
Cuba and know the facts I remain silent.
Now, Mr. Chnlrman, I shall not vote for
any WOO.OnO appropriation to feed the

of Cuba until this government
explicitly says to Blanco and to Sagasta:
'Repeal your Wcyler order, which Is starv-
ing these people.' (Applause.) There is
the place to take the initiative. Make
them repeal that murderous order of "Wey-ler'- s.

From even a Spanish standpoint or
a "Weyler standpoint, it is no longer neces-
sary that that order should continue in
force. It is an utter impossibility, unless
they bring their provisions with them, for
Gomes and Garcia to march into the west-
ern; provinces of Cuba. . Therefore, 'I say
that the initiative should be a peremptory
demand by this government for the repeal
of the Weyler order. When that is done,
feed tho reconcentradqv, if you please.
First give them homes, give them ploughs,
give them oxen. And In God's name, .send
them back to the blackened ashes of 'their
'homes and give them to
raise provisions for themselves." (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. Boutelle objected to an extension of
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Mr. Cummlngs' time beyond the te

limit, and was hissed by the galleries.
Without reaching the provisions relating

to the Increases in the navy the commit-
tee rose, and at 5:03 o'clock the bouse ad-
journed.

ONLY A POLITICAL MOVE.

Mr. Bailey's Resolution Was an At-

tempt to Force the Repub-
licans' Hands.

Washington, March 30. (Special.) The
Democrats consummated their move to

take the lead in the Cuban question, and,
by a flank movement on the Republicans,
to endeavor to gain some political advant-
age from an apparent effort to force the
issue to a head. Although there is hardly
any division of sentiment among the Re-

publicans as to the urgency of decisive
action, the house members were not mis-

led by the shallow pretext of patriotism
put forth by the followers of young Mr.
Bailey, of Texas, and by a strict party vote
sidetracked the proposition. This action
of the Republicans was largely based upon
assurances from the "White House that tho
administration would develop its policy In
a few days, and that the nature of the
negotiations now pending between this
country and Spain would satisfy the coun-

try.
Tho committee of the house Republicans

appointed at caucus to confer
with the president will go to the White
House to acquaint the chief
executive with the temper of the house.
The Impression now prevails that the ques-

tion of war or peace will be settled by next
Monday.

The vote in the house to-d- is not to be
taken as an indication of any

on the part of the Republican mem-

bers. Except as to a few prominent ones,
the war spirit is at a seething point, and
nothing short of the evacuation of Cuba
by Spain will be supported. The house is
ready to vote millions for war, but not a
cent for the relief of the reconcentrados un-

less it is tendered at the point of the bayo-
net. As the situation appears war
is certain within the next ten days unless
Spain agrees to abandon Cuba.

In the meantime, reports of the move-
ments of Spanish flotillas in this direction
continue to add to the suppressed excite-
ment which prevails here.

THAT TORPEDO FLOTILLA.

Madrid Liberal Tells of "What It Is
Composed Disposition of

Spain's Na-ry- .

London, March 30. Mail advices received
here to-d- from Las Falamas, Canary
islands, under date of March 23, confirm the
"Washington advices of the sailing of the
Spanish torpedo flotilla. The letters re-
ceived here say that, on that date, three
Spanish torpedo boats, three torpedo boat
destroyers and their escort received tele-
graphic orders to proceed to Cuba.

According to the Madrid Liberal, of
March 14, the vessels composing the Span-
ish torpedo flotilla aro as follows:

Torpedo catcher Furror, of 406 tons. Com-
mander D. Carller, has a crew of 72.

Torpedo catcher Pluton, of 43) tons, Com-
mander P. Vasquoz, has a crew of 72.

Torpedo catcher Terror, of 406 tons. Com-
mander F. De La Rocha, has a crew of 72.

Torpedo boat Rayo, of 1M tons. Command-
er Senor RIzo, has a crew of 72.

Torpedo boat Azor, of 120 tons. Command-
er R. De Euggino, has a crew of 26.

Torpedo boat Azlete, of 120, Commander
M. Somoza, has a crew of 26.

According to the Madrid Heraldo of
March 20, the distribution of the Spanish
warships in the Philippine archipelago at
that time was as follows:

In Manila and Its arsenal are the cruis-
ers Rclna, Christina, Castilla, Velasco,
Don Juan de Austria, Ulloa, El Cano, Dozo
and Marques del Duero; the transports
Atava, Manila and Cebu and the gunboat
Paragua.

Between Jolo, Rio Mlndanoa, Mismais and
Illana bay, forming the Southern division,
are the gunboats Samar, Mfraveles, Min-dor- o,

Mandlleno, Pampanga. Arayet and
Paray, and the launches Urdarota, Vasco
and Gardoqui.

In the Lanao lagoon are tho launches
General Blanco. Lanao, Corcuero and

According to the latest advices, the gun-
boats Albany and Callao patrol the Para-
gua Isle, and tho gunboat Calamicns Is at
Balabac.

The gunboat Bulusan Is at Sublc; the
Leyte in the Taal lagoon, and the Otalora
in the Bay lagoon.

Finally, Ho Ho, Cebua, Ponape. Yap and
both groups of the Caroline Islands are
guarded by tho protected cruisers Isla de
Cuba, Isla du Luzon and the "gunboats
Quiros and Ruy Lopo de Vlllaobos.

ANXIOUS T0BE COLONELS.

Congressmen Ready to I'nt Off the
Glories of Statesmanship for

the Glories or IVar.
Washington, March 30. Representative

Robert F. Broussard, of Louisiana, has
tendered his resignation to the governor of
his state to take effect Immediately upon
a declaration of war with Spain. Mr. Brous-
sard left for his home In Louisiana, where
he expects to form a regiment which he
will command In the event of war which he
says Is sure to come.

"I have been In receipt of hundreds of
letters from citizens of my district." said
he. "offering their services In case of hos-
tilities and I have decided to organize a
regiment of my own. I have spoken and
voted and will speak and vote for war, and
I am willing and anxious to back up my
vote-wlt- h a sword or a musket."

Mr. Broussard is not the only representa-
tive who has announced his intention of
giving up a scat in the house for a sword
and blue uniform. Representative Sulzer,
of New York, was the first to announce
that he would raise a regiment in his dis-

trict and Representatives Colson and Berry,
both of Kentucky, have expressed their de-

termination to go to the front. The latter
was a colonel in the Confederate army.

"I am very anxious," said Colonel Berry,
"to take a regiment of my old men. their
sons and their grandsons, if may be, and
go to Cuba with them. We would soon
show them what American soldiers and
Kentucky soldiers, at that, were made m.
We would show them that the men who
fought under the Blue and Gray, who stood
face to face with American bullets, art
not afraid of Spaniards."

Representative Campbell, of the Twenti-
eth Illinois district, also announced that he
would at once resign and go home to pre-
pare for war.

"I regard hostilities as Inevitable." said
Mr. Campbell, "and in twenty-fou- r hours
I shall telegraph my resignation to Gov-
ernor Tanner, and ask his authority to
raise a regiment. I have no doubt that
he will immediately grant it, and that I
shall be able to put a first-cla- ss force in
the field very shortly."

Broderick Enters the Game.
Washington, March 30. A resolution sim-

ilar to that introduced by Senator Foraker
yesterday recognizing Cuban Independence
was Introduced In the house to-d- by
Representative Broderick, of Kansas. Halfa dozen other Cuban resolutions were In-
troduced.

Rumor of a Matansas Explosion.
Key West. Fla., March 30. It is reported

by a Cuban merchant here that seventy-on- e
Spanish soldiery were killed In an ex-

plosion this afternoon nt Matanzas. It is
iranneaihle. as yet. to verify this rumor.

TALK OF ARMISTICE.

A MADRID TELEGRAM DECLARES
M'KINLEY PROPOSED IT.

DISCREDITED IN WASHINGTON.

STORY PROBABLY CIRCULATED FOR
SPANISH CONSUMPTION.

Cabinet Council at Noon To-d- ay to
Consider American Proposals

and a Final Conference Be- -
tsveen Minister Wood-

ford and Sagasta.

Madrid, March 30. A cabinet council was
held this afternoon to consider the Ameri-

can proposals. Another will be held to-

morrow at noon, presided over by tho
queen regent, and at 4 o'clock
there will bo a final conference between
United States Minister Woodford, Senor
Sagasta, the premier; Senor Gullon, the
foreign minister, and Senor Moret, the min-

ister for the colonics.
The proposition which Spain will answer

covers two points only, and its publication
will be a revelation to some of those who
have been denouncing America's aggres-
sive attitude. It is as follows:

Spain to proclaim immediatey an armis-
tice in Cuba to last until October, during
which interval the United States will use
Its good offices with the Insurgents to make
this temporary peace permanent; and
second, Spain to do her best toward re-

lieving suffering and starvation on the Isl-

and, with America to be allowed to as-

sist In this work.
Washington, March 30. The above dis-

patch was shown to an official of the ad-

ministration whose position. is such as to
give weight to his utterances. He said
that, in view of events, the Mad-
rid statement of the president's proposi-
tion was not to be taken seriously. The
armistice scheme referred to was the very
one which had 'almost caused an open re-

volt in congress. The administration was
quoted as saying y that an armistice
would not be passed. The probable expla-
nation was that the armistice story had
been circulated by-- the government in Mad-
rid for home consumption.

Madnd, March 30. While the situation
here Is outwardly of the calmest descrip-
tion, the actual position of affairs is re-

garded as critical by both the United States
legation and the Spanish government.

The United States minister, General
Stewart L. Woodford, is working ener-
getically, and will continue to work ener-
getically, for peace until tho first gun is
fired, it is known the Spanish govern-
ment admits the desirability or necessity
of complying with the demands of the
United States, and it is only In the disin-
clination of the ministers to put this will-
ingness into concrete form that the danger
lies. If a conference were to be held with
British, German or French diplomats, the
matter would be settled without question.

The point which General Woodford Is now
pressing Is that, in the interests of human-
ity, hostilities in Cuba-mus- t cease Immed-
iately. No date was fixed either In the first
or in the present note, but the United
States is now dwelling upon the meaning
of the word "Immediately," and Insisting
that Spain accept its general Interpreta-
tion.

The public generally Is taking little ap-
parent Interest in the situation, but there
is a general disinclination to believe that
war is likely.

The general tone of the press to-d- fore-
shadows peace. An exception is the Pais
(Republican), which, referring to' the con-

ference yesterday between the United States
minister. General Stewart I. "Woodford, and
Senor Sagasta, the premier; Senor Gullon,
the minister for foreign affairs, and Senor
Moret, the minister for the colonies, sees
therein that the United States is "gaining
time and awaiting the rainy season so to
take Spain at a disadvantage in Cuba."

The Pals also expressess the belief that
the Spanish government is prepared to
make further concessions to the United
States, and fears the upshot may mean
"loss of Cuba, money and dignity." It
further says that all questions pending be-

tween Spain and the United States were
discussed yesterday, but that nothing fur-
ther Is known.

The Armstrongs' Spanish agent, a Span-lar- d,

who is In touch with the government
and commercial people In Spain, has ex-

pressed the belief that, unless the powers
Intercede, there will be war. He added: "If
the United States offered money for our
clearing out of Cuba, we could not accept,
but if the proposition emanated from an-

other power. It is not unlikely that it would
be accepted."

This view of the case Is echoed by a por-
tion of the Spanish press, which advises
Spain to wash her hands of Cuba.

Senor Ortiz do Sarato. a prominent former
Carllst deputy, who has Just been defeated
at Vittorla, expresses the opinion that there
would be no war, saying: "We have neith-
er ships, sailors, soldiers, plans nor money,
and the government knows it. It will strug-
gle to the last, and then cave in."

Senor Sarato, who was recently at Cadiz,
says the Spanish warships Felago and Car-

los V., which the government announced
ready for sea, cannot possibly be made
ready sooner than two months.

A severe censorship i3 exercised to pre-

vent the leakage of news as to the naval
movements, while the war preparations
continue with the greatest activity and, as
far as possible, the greatest secrecy. The
utmost efforts are making night and day
to get tho first class ironclads, Pelayo and
Carlos V. completed, when it is regarded
as certain they will be dispatched with the
cruh-er- Maria Teresa and Cristobal Colon

to join the Vizcaya and Almlrante In Cu-

ban waters, thus forming a squadron of
six armored vessels, against America's
seven.

The Marquis Cornillas, president of the
Spanish trans-Atlant- ic steamship line to
Cuba and South America, who Is an ardent
patriot, has dally conferences with Senor
Sagasta.

The Marquis Cornillas, Senor Emllio Cas-tel- ar.

General Lopez Domlnguez, secretary
of war in Senor Sagasta's former cabinet,
and Monslgnor Cardena, bishop of Zlon,
the queen regent's chaplain, are the lead-

ing spirits In a movement for a national
subscription to build a warship to be
called "Second of May." The original idea
was that every Spaniard should contribute
a day's earnings on May 2, the ninetieth
anniversary of the rising of the people of
Madrid against French domination, toward
the national defense.

This wave of patriotism, with the enroll- -

ment of the volunteer corps. Is spreading
enthusiasm throughout the country. All
seats have been sold for per-
formance, realizing about 123,000 for the
navy, and similar performances are being
arranged.

ADVISE SPAIN TO YIELD.

London Papers Tell Her That She
"Will Do Well to Accept the

Inevitable.
London, March 31. The Standard says

editorially:
"We see no reason to suppose that Pres-

ident McKlnley's nerve has been shaken,
much less shattered, by the Jingo attacks.
As regards the general situation, it looks
most hopeful for the avoiding of war
without any intervention by Europe, which
would be almost certain to exasperate
America."

The Daily News says:
"President McKlnley deserves the sym-

pathy of the world In his endeavor to se-
cure a peaceful settlement in face of
the impatience of the American nation.
Spain should bow to tho inevltublo and
grant Cuban Independence as tho only pos-
sible solution."

Tho Daily Chronicle says, basing its
editorial on the alleged statement of a
member of President McKlnley's cabinet
to Its Washington correspondent that
Spnin has been given forty-eig- ht hours to
accept or reject a proposal for the pur-
chase of Cuban Independence for the sum
of J200.000.000: "It Is an offer made without
prejudice by a generous and impulsive peo-
ple. Spain would do well to accept It. She
can bow to the Inevitable; and this de-
mand from Washington Is as Inexorable
as it is Just."

London, March 31. The Vienna corre-
spondent, of the. Standard says:

"The tqueen regent of Spain, I learn,
wrote personally .last week to Emperor
Francis Josoph and other sovereigns. In-
cluding Emperor Nicholas, requesting not
precisely intervention, but the exercise of
such influence at Washington as might
conduce to a peaceful settlement without
injury to Spain's dignity and vital inter-
ests.

"To-he- r relatives In Austria, her majesty
wrote that she regards herself as more
fettered than a real sovereign, because she
is only . trustee who has undertaken to
hand over to a son an inheritance from his
father, unimpaired and uninjured

" 'I am in a different position,' she said,
'having to act as a guardian of the dynasty,
which I must not expose to any danger,
and, at the same time, as the defender of
the rights, honor and interests of Spain.
To surrender Cuba in any form would un-
questionably injure the dynasty underwhich it .occurred; whereas, to tight for itwould keep these interests Intact, together
with my country's honor. But the disad-vantages Spain would have to fight wouldbest serve every purpose.'

"I do not pretend to give the text of thequeen regent's letters, but only their gen-
eral sense. The recipients have been deep-
ly impressed by the seriousness of such
communications."

The Madrid correspondent of the Times,
commenting on the "cheerfulness of theSpanish public." suggests that this Is dueto the belief that Europe would willingly
confront America on Spain's behalf, thepublic being "apparently incapable of dis-
criminating between material alliances and
courteous, but platonic phrases."

THEY "PLAYED BALL" THEN.
Congress Didn't Waste Much Time on

Words During Its War
Session.

Washington. March 30. There has been
considerable discussion of the length of the
session in the event of war, it being the
prevailing idea that a declaration of war
would involve the prolongation of the ses-
sions of congress.

The sessions of congress, beginning with
the war of 1861-6- 5, are given below with
the sessions following, showing that in
war times, congress did not consume as
much time, as Is usual In times of peace.

Thirtr-aevent- congress 1SS1-6- tore teuton. 3S5
aT. ; .

ThlrtMlgbta eonzress 1SC3-6- two teutons. zM
cars.

Thirtx-nlnt- h amiea-1M5-- C7. torts sessions, 3i9
oars.

Fortieth congress 1SS7-C- three sessions, SS2
cars.

Foar-nr- rt tifflmu lgta-T- L three sessions, 341
dart.

Forty-seco- congress 18T1-7- J, three sessions, US
cars.

Fortj-thlr- d congress 1873-7- 3, tiro sessions, 31

cars.
Korty-fonrt- h congress 187S-T- two sessions, 314

days.
Fortr-nlt- a congress 1S77-7- J, three sessions, 842

days.
Forty-sixt- h congress 1873-8- three sessions, 353

days.
Forty-seven- congress 1SS1-S- two sessions, 337

days.
Forty-eight- h congress 18S3-8- two sessions, 311

days.
Forty-nint- h congress 1SSS-8- two sessions, 330

days.
Fiftieth congress 1SS7-S- two sessions, 412

days.
Flfly-flr- st congress, 1889-9- two sessions, 397

days.
d congress 1S91-9- two sessions, 340

days.
FKty-thlr- d congress 1893-9- 5, three sessions, 347

days.
Fllty-fonrt- h congress 1895-9- two sessions,, ISO

days.

NEWSPAPER MEN QUIT HAVANA.

Not More Than Seven From the
United States to Remain

There.
Havana, March 30. Very few newspaper

correspondents are left here. Many will go
North before evening, because
of the quarantine and it is probable that
only seven American correspondents will
remain in Havana.

George C. Musgrave, the correspondent of
a. New York newspaper, was deported to-

day. He was charged with having come
direct from the camp of General Gomez.
Mr. Musgrave claims to be a British sub-
ject and the British consul is known to
have made an effort to prevent the de-
portation. The young man wa3 sent on
board the mail steamer Buenos Avres with-
out his baggage. She Is bound for Cadiz,
making her first stop at Porto Rico. Thetrip usually takes about thirteen days.

Hurry-U- p Orders Receired.
Milwaukee. Wis.. March 30. Captain

Davis, commanding the revenue cutter
Gresham, received hurry-u-p orders from
Washington y, directing him to bring
his vessel to the Atlantic coast at theearliest possible moment. In consequence.
Captain Davis has decided to sail Saturday
morning.

Crew Cannot Be Raised.
Portland, Me., Mnrch 30. Because a crew

of volunteers to man the monitor Montauk,
destined for this harbor, cannot bo raised.General Richards, of the militia, will prob-
ably notify Assistant Secretary Rooseveltnot to send the monitor.

Topeka Man Falls Dead.
Topeka. Kas., March 30. (Special.) W. C.

Gilpatrlck, of this city, a brother of Colo-
nel J. H. Gilpatrlck, of Leavenworth, was
driving along Kansas avenue
when his horse became frightened and ranaway. Mr. Gilpatrlck was dumped out of
the buggy, but did not seem hurt. He
gathered himself up and started after thehorse. He only ran a few feet when lie
dropped dead from heart failure.

Tiro Heavy Freisrhts Collide.
Chattanooga. Tenn.,March 30. Two heavy

freight trains on the Western & Atlantic
railway collided to-d- near AdairsvlUe,
Ga. Engineer E. S. Elliott was1 Instantly
killed and Engineer John McAde was fatal-
ly Injured. The two locomotives were com-
pletely demolished and a score of cars were
smashed into kindlingwood. Several brake-me- n

were badly injured.

Illinois Dam Breaks.
Beardstown, HI., March 30. The dam In

the Illinois river broke to-d- ay and thou-
sands of acres of farm land are inundated,
causing great damage.

England Doesn't Want Our Apples.
London, March 30. It Is said that theboard of agriculture will take steps to pre-

vent the landing in England of a consign-
ment of American apples which has been
refused admission Into Germany because
the fruit is alleged to be Infected with theBan Jose scale.

At Savannah, June 1.
SL Joseph, Mo.. March iw. (Special.) The

Fourth district Democratic congressional
committee met here to-d- and fixed the
date for the congressional convention on
June 1. It will be held at Savannah.
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FLOOD FSSUBSIDING.

McL'onnellsvllle, O., nets First Mall la
ElKht Days IlroaKht In on

a Hnndcar.
Cincinnati. O., March 30. The Ohio river

in falling everywhere above Louisville except
at Pittsburg, where the latest reports pre-
dict It will be stationary by midnight or
shortly after. At Morgantown, on the

and at Brownsville, that stream
ls( falling rapidly. The Great Kanawha Is
falling at Charleston, but rising below, yet
at Point Pleasant, where it empties into
the Ohio, the latter Is falling. At g,

where the Big Sandy is discharg-
ing a freshet, the Ohio Is falling. The pres-
ent Pittsburg rite was mainly from the
Monongahda. The contributions of the
Kanawha and Big Sandy to the coming
flood are so light that the effect will be
scarcely perceptible. Streams on the right
bank of tho river have not contributed any-
thing this time. The flood, now at its
height at Pittsburg, will not reach here
bctore Sunday night, and It will come down
everywhere on u. falling river. If there Is
no rain in the Ohio valley in the meantime
the stage here Sunday night will be buta few feet above the danger line. Rain inany considerable quantity in the next five
days will balk all predictions possible at
present. The river here at 11 o'clock to-
night was 53.1 feet, and falling rapidly.

Princeton, ind.. March 30. 'i he water con-
tinues to rise in the Wabash artl White
rivers. The Louisville, Evansville & St.
Louis railroad will lose at least three miles
of track. The road will apparently not be
able to run trains for a week. The Evans-
ville & Terre Haute only runs to points
south of Vlncennes. The Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern is almost completely shut
out.

McConnellsville, O., March 30. McCon-nellsvll- le

has been without mails from out-
side the county for eight days. The first
mail arrived this afternoon over the Zanes-vll- le

& Ohio by a handcar.
No boats on the Muskingum have been

running since Tuesday of last week, and
navigation wil not be resumed before the
end of the week.

The remains of Mrs. Elmer, of Rochester.
Pa., are here awaiting transportation to
Zanesville, where she will be lnterred-Train- s

are not running, navigation is sus-
pended and roads are impassable. Her
death occurred Friday, and the husband
and three children are crushed with grief
at their present situation.

Little Rock, Ark.. March 30. The Ar-
kansas river is running over its banks
near Clarksville and to-d- reached a.
point only seven-tent- below the danger
line at Little Rock. The CannonbalL on
tne Iron Mountain, was delayed over an
hour in reaching Little Rock on account
of the high water, and for miles nothing
could be seen on either side of the rail-
road track but a wide waste 'of water.
News from Southwest Missouri and North-
ern Arkansas is that the mountain trib-
utaries of the White river have flushed
their banks and are pouring great floods
into that stream. In large territories the
exrs3sive high water renders travel Im-
possible.

Newport. Ark.. March 30. When the In
habitants of Newport awoke this morning
tney were almost completely surrounaea
by water. Just before daylight it came
over the levees and now only one dry
street is left. All traffic Is being done in
boats. The Iron Mountain railroad is
washed out below here and all trains go
around via the Knobel branch.

IS BiJTAINJLUFFED?
Russian Papers Advise Her to Pnt the

Best Face on the Chinese
Matter.

St. Petersburg. March 30. The press Is
jubilant over the Russian occupation of
Port Arthur and It counsels
Great Britain to put the best face upon the
matter.

The Vledomostl says that Russia thereby
assumed great responsibilities. She must
prevent Japan's territorial designs by every
means in her power. Russia Indirectly takes
China under her protection and further
exploitation of the Celestial empire, there-
fore, will give offense to Russia.

Yokohama, March 31. The official organs
consider the British naval display in Chi-
nese waters a mere bluff and not likely to
be followed by action. They believe that,
were England In earnest, she would not
have allowed matters to reach the present
crisis.

London. March 3L The Dally Graphic
this morning says: "We understand that
Russia is willing to give Great Britain as-
surances that, while is held
on the present leasehold tenure, the duties
shall not exceed 7U per cent, which will
assimilate the tariff to that
existing at other Chinese ports and will
Include the local Liken dues. Wo believe
that the object of Russia's withdrawal
from Korea was not to propitiate Japan,
but to deprive Great Britain of a. pretext
for Port Hamilton."

EARTHQUAKEJN FRISCO.

Severest Shock Ever Known in Ca-
lifornia Experienced nt Mid-

night Last JClR-rit-
.

San Francisco, March 30. A severe shock
of earthquake was felt here at 11:43 to-

night. The vibrations continued for fully
fifteen seconds, causing people to rush from
their homes in all parts of tho city. The
earthquake was one of the most severe
ever experienced In this state. Buildings
were violently rocked and telephone and
telegraph circuits were broken. At mid-
night no serious damage had been re-
ported.

Guests In downtown hotels and boarding
houses made a rush for the open air, and
Market and Montgomery streets, thirty sec-
onds after the earthquake, were lined with
frightened people.

Severe earthquake shocks are reported
from Sacramento, Stockton. San Jose. Mer-
ced and Santa Cruz. In Sacramento there
were three distinct shocks. At Fresno,
which Is further south, no shock occurred.

WILL S00NBE WELL.

Fanny Davenport Is Improving; and
Will Yet Be Able to Book

n Short Senson.
Chicago, March 30. Fanny Davenport,

the actress, reached the crisis In her ill-

ness at noon y, and at once began to
Improve. Her physician now believes she
will soon be able to book a short season of
four or five weeks.

Miss Davenport was attacked by nervous
prostration last Saturday and for several
days it was feared her illness would re-
sult fatally.

BRIEF BITS OF NEWS.

James Enouf, of Tecumseh, O. T., has
been appointed industrial teacher at theP:ne Point Indian school.

The Kansas commissioners to the pi

exposition will meet at Omaha
y and find out what the exposi-

tion managers expect them to do towardgetting up a Kansas exhibit.
Rev. Joseph C. Hartzell, Methodist Epis-

copal missionary bishop for Africa, reachedNew York yesterday on board the steamerTeutonic, after an extended tour of "thedark continent."
Secretary Coburn, of the Kansas state

board of agriculture, has received Informa-
tion from Pennsylvania that eighteen fam-
ilies of German Lutherans will soon im-
migrate from that state to Kansas.

The national government has placed anorder with the Hoffman tannery, of Wheel-ing. V. va..:for sides or leather sufficientto make 50.000 sets of heavy artillery har-ness. The order is to be filled at the earliestpossible day.

NO ALARM IN HAVANA

UEXERAI. FEELIXG TIIErtE THAI
PKACK IS ASSURED.

MUCH TALK OF AN ARMISTICE.

IT IS XOT BKHBVED THAT Ct'DASJ
WOCI.D Milir.K TO IT.

So Visible Preparations for a Conflict
Threats Asalnst Consul Gen-

eral I.ee Correspondents
to De Expelled If War

Rreak Ont.

Havana, March 30. (Via Key West. Wavy
Sunday and Monday were nays of decided
anxiety In the political and business circles
of Havana, but yesterday and to-d- there
has been a much quieter feeilnr. Without
l:lng able to give any good reason for
their belief, many prominent men seem sati-
sfied that cace Is assured. The word
"armistice" I repeated from lip to Up as If
there were Forne magic within It to solve
the whole problem of Cuban strife.

Those, however, who know General Max-
imo Gomez. General Callxto Garcia, Senor
Masso and the other Insurgent leaders best
say that all reckon without their host who
believe these men will agree to an armis-
tice, even If asked to do so by the Unltci
States, unless It Is plainly understood that
the truce is to be followed by a recognition,
or Cuba llbre.

It is argued that General Gomez, after
holding out all through the dry season, will
decline to agree to a truce during the
rainy months. In which the insurgents
would have the advantage.

On all sides it Is regarded as almost cer-
tain that. If war does come. It will not
come until all possible plans of adjusting;
difficulties fail. A Spaniard of high influ-
ence, while talking recently with Consul
General Lee. said:

"The Sagasta ministry will not be com-
pelled to fight to Insure Sa-
gasta could quiet Spain by proclaiming wa
have made Cuba an ash pile, a desert. It
Is no longer worth any outlay of blood or
treasure. It Is only fit for negroes, and
mixed bloods. Let It go.""

But very few take such a view of the situ-
ation, although ignorant Spaniards might
be deceived by such a, declaration. Mean-
while. It seems as If the Spanish military
and naval powers that, be are either con-
vinced that there is nodangerof active hos-
tilities or axe utterly carelS3 of the grave
consequences that the future may hold.

There are no visible preparations to pro-
vision Havana in case of a blockade, nor
Is there any notable increase In the coal
supply for naval uses. In the opinions of,
Americans here, one of the gravest dan-
gers lies In the fact that the Ignorant
classes of the city are not In any way ad-
vised as to the chances of war or siege.
They believe Havana impregnable, and the
fleet of Spain all conquering. If rudely
awakened to other views, they might be-
come dangerous, and foster internal disor-
ders.

Consul General Lee continues as cheer-
ful as sunlight, despite the fact that he
was warned la3t Sunday and Monday of
Ave distinct plots against his life. Of
course, he does not give credence to such
stories, and he Is carefully guarded by the
government, but continuous warnings of
this nature are not a-- pleasant diet. The
latest story was that he would be poisoned
by a bribed employe of his hotel. To this
Generol Lee replied by asking the news-
paper correspondents who sit near him at
meal time in case he is suddenly taken ill.
first to shoot his waiter and then run for a
stomach pump.

Since tho reports of the two courts of In-
quiry, the American and Spanish, have
been sent in, the newspapers, clubs and
cafes have been alive with all sorts of old
and new theories.

The exploded scandal about the drunken
dinner on the City of Washington and the
other about carelessness and bad discipline
on board the Maine are revived day by day.
It Is Interesting to recall the fact .that, in
the course of an Interview which the cor-
respondent of the Associated Press had
with Captain Peral, who presided over the
Spanish naval court of Inquiry, the officer
earnestly denies all such stories, paying;
Captain SIgsbee, his officers and men a
high compliment upon the efficiency of the
discipline on board the Maine.

Among Spaniards of the lower classes, it
is rumored that there is a plot on foot to
blow up the Maine wreck: with, dynamite
and to blow up the Vizcaya or the Almlr-
ante Oquendo. Recently the story gained
circulation that three Americans had been,
arrested during the night for trying to blow
up the wreck.and had been sent to Cabanas
fortress. The only foundation for this waa
that the Associated Press correspondent,
with a companion, visited the Fern after
dark, for the purpose of reading a bulletin
to the officers, and had his boat challenged
repeatedly, as is usual by the marine sen-
tinels.

It is now known here that Captain Chad-wi- de

was the last of the members of the
court of Inquiry to make up his mind that
the evidence pointed lncontestably to an ex-

ternal explosion. Captain Sampson, Lieu-
tenant Commander Potter and Judge Ad-

vocate Marlx were earlier convinced. As
soon as Captain Chadwiclc waa satisfied by
a study of the wreck, the plans of its sub-
marine condition and the testimony offer-
ed. Captain Sampson said:

"There Is no use waiting here any long-
er," and the Mangrove sailed for Key
West four hours after their minds were
made up. The decision to go was taken so
suddenly that there was no chance to send
tho battleship Iowa for the court, as It had
been thought would be done.

Dr. Jose Congosto. the secretary general,
has countersigned the orders General Blan-
co "made on Monday that the moment hos-
tilities are declared between Spain and the
United States all American correspondents
are to be expelled from Cuba. The orders
are not dated and can be enforced at any
time.

Patriotism, or Plq.neT
Tampa, Fla., March 30. As a mark of

disapproval or President McKlnley's sup-
posed peace policy, the Port Tampa naval
reserves met last night and the members
tendered their resignation. They finally de-

cided to wait a few days for developments.
If thero Is then no change In the situa-
tion, the company will disband.
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